Anniston, Alabama
August 19, 2025
The City Council of the City of Anniston, Alabama, met in Regular Session in Room B at the Anniston City Meeting Center in the City of Anniston, Alabama, on Tuesday, August 19, 2025, at approximately 5:34 o’clock p.m.
Joe Harrington, Council Member, prayed the Invocation.
Joe Harrington, Council Member, led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.
Mayor Smith called the meeting to order. On call of the roll, the following Council Members were found to be present: Council Members Downing, Roberts, Harrington, Harris and Smith; absent: none. A quorum was present and the meeting opened for the transaction of business.
Skyler Bass, Interim City Manager/City Clerk, was present.
Bruce Downey, City Attorney, was present.
Council Member Downing made a motion to waive the reading of and approve the minutes of the August 5, 2025, Regular Meeting. The motion was seconded by Council Member Harris and on call of the roll the following vote was recorded: ayes: Council Member Downing, Roberts, Harrington, Harris and Smith; nays: none. The motion carried and the minutes of the August 5, 2025, Regular Meeting were approved.
Mayor Smith made a motion to amend the agenda to adding a resolution appointing members to main street Anniston board to the consent agenda. The motion was seconded by Council Member Harris and on call of the roll the following vote was recorded: ayes: Council Member Downing, Roberts, Harrington, Harris and Smith; nays: none. The motion carried.
Council Member Downing made a motion to adopt the amended agenda. The motion was seconded by Council Member Roberts and on call of the roll the following vote was recorded: ayes: Council Member Downing, Roberts, Harrington, Harris and Smith; nays: none. The motion carried and the amended agenda was adopted.
Mayor Smith opened a public hearing to receive public comment on a 020 Restaurant Retail Liquor for Demaj Inc. d/b/a AMORE located at 801 Noble ST, STE 1100 Anniston, AL 36201. No one spoke. Mayor Smith closed the public hearing to receive public comment on a 020 Restaurant Retail Liquor for Demaj Inc. d/b/a AMORE located at 801 Noble ST, STE 1100 Anniston, AL 36201.
Council Member Harris made a motion to approve the consent agenda:
(a) Resolution authorizing the establishment of an employee appreciation and recognition program through the Human Resources Department (25-R-56)
(b) Resolution declaring a reported condition to be a public nuisance (25-R-57)
(c) Resolution authorizing reimbursements to city officials for expenses incurred while traveling away from the city (25-R-58)
(d) Motion to approve a 020-Restarurant Retail Liquor for Demaj Inc. d/b/a AMORE located at 801 Noble ST, STE 1100 Anniston, AL 36201 (25-R-59)
(e) Motion to award the bid for 8 police utility interceptors to C.A. Russell Ford in the amount of $44,500.00/ea. for a total of $356,000.00
(f) Resolution appointing members to Main Street Anniston Board (25-R-59)
The motion was seconded by Council Member Harrington and on call of the roll the following vote was recorded: ayes: Council Member Downing, Harrington, Harris and Smith; nays: none; abstentions: Council Member Roberts. The motion carried. 
Council Member Roberts made a motion to approve the resolution amending to True up the Good Choices Program Donations for Expenditure. The motion was seconded by Council Member Harrington and on call of the roll the following vote was recorded: ayes: Council Member Downing, Roberts, Harrington, Harris and Smith; nays: none. The motion carried and the resolution was passed and adopted. (25-R-60)
Council Member Roberts made a motion to approve the Resolution authorizing expenditure of donated funds for the West Anniston Reunion. The motion was seconded by Council Member Harris and on call of the roll the following vote was recorded: ayes: Council Member Downing, Roberts, Harrington, Harris and Smith; nays: none. The motion carried and the resolution was passed and adopted. (25-R-61)
Council Member Harris made a motion to approve the Resolution amending the FY 2025 Capital Budget for various projects using allocated contingency funds. The motion was seconded by Council Member Roberts and on call of the roll the following vote was recorded: ayes: Council Member Downing, Roberts, Harrington, Harris and Smith; nays: none. The motion carried and the resolution was passed and adopted.  (25-R-62)
Council Member Harris made a motion to approve the Resolution amending the FY 2025 Budget to Reflect a Grant within Anniston Museum of Natural History Fund. The motion was seconded by Council Member Roberts and on call of the roll the following vote was recorded: ayes: Council Member Downing, Roberts, Harrington, Harris and Smith; nays: none. The motion carried and the resolution was passed and adopted. (25-R-63)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Bobby Brown and Donnie Morrow, of 1019 South Noble Street, addressed the Council regarding the Elks Lodge’s upcoming first annual fundraiser, Elk-tober Fest and Car Show, to be held on October 12, 2025. They shared that the event will feature a competitive car show and asked for the City’s support in making the fundraiser a success.
Council Member Downing had no comment. 
Council Member Roberts encouraged everyone to be mindful of their pets and to stay hydrated. He thanked staff for their continued efforts and urged residents to stay informed and engaged with what is happening in the city. He also offered to provide rides to the polls on Tuesday for anyone in need of transportation.
Council Member Harrington congratulated the city's new Fire Chief, Johnnie Phelps. He emphasized that the citizens are the Council’s employers and that it is the Council's responsibility to remain accountable to them. He stated that there is work to be done, both by the Council and the community, and that it must be accomplished collectively.
Council Member Harris thanked the Elks Club for attending the meeting. She encouraged everyone to get out and vote on August 26, 2025. She also expressed appreciation to the candidates for their willingness to run for office, acknowledging the challenges that come with putting oneself forward.
Mayor Smith thanked the Elks Lodge for their attendance. She noted that August 26, 2025, is Election Day and emphasized its importance. She expressed concern about historically low voter turnout in the City of Anniston, noting that it can reflect a lack of engagement from some residents. She stated it has been an honor to serve alongside the Council. Mayor Smith also thanked Chief Phelps for his service and congratulated him on his appointment.
There being no further business to come before the council at that time Mayor Smith made a motion that the meeting be adjourned. The motion was seconded by Council Member Harris; and on call of the roll, the following vote was recorded: ayes: Council Members Downing, Roberts, Harrington, Harris and Smith; nays: none. The motion carried and the meeting was adjourned at approximately 5:48 o’clock p.m.


