Anniston, Alabama
September 2, 2025
The City Council of the City of Anniston, Alabama, met in Regular Session in Room B at the Anniston City Meeting Center in the City of Anniston, Alabama, on Tuesday, September 2, 2025, at approximately 5:30 o’clock p.m.
Diane Smith, Missionary, prayed the Invocation.
Diana Smith, Missionary, led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.
Mayor Smith called the meeting to order. On call of the roll, the following Council Members were found to be present: Council Members Downing, Harrington, Harris and Smith; absent: Council Member Roberts. A quorum was present and the meeting opened for the transaction of business.
Skyler Bass, Interim City Manager/City Clerk, was present.
Bruce Downey, City Attorney, was present.
Council Member Harris made a motion to waive the reading of and approve the minutes of the August 19, 2025, Regular Meeting. The motion was seconded by Council Member Harrington and on call of the roll the following vote was recorded: ayes: Council Member Downing, Harrington, Harris and Smith; nays: none. The motion carried and the minutes of the August 19, 2025, Regular Meeting were approved.
Council Member Downing made a motion to adopt the agenda. The motion was seconded by Council Member Harris and on call of the roll the following vote was recorded: ayes: Council Member Downing, Harrington, Harris and Smith; nays: none. The motion carried and the agenda was approved.
Jessica Leonard, Finance Director, presented the FY2026 City Manager Recommended Budget.
Mayor Smith opened a public hearing to receive public comment on the FY2026 City Manager Recommended Budget.
Meghan Whiteside addresses the council that they should incorporate a 1 cent per dollar sales tax increase, a 1% bump to will raise Anniston’s rate from 10% to 11%. She stated that this increase will unlock significant resources and that it has been 13 years since the last sales tax increase. She stated that the increase would translate to roughly 5.8 million increase.
Mayor Smith closed the public hearing to receive public comment on the FY2026 City Manager Recommended Budget.
Mayor Smith read the following addresses for the record: 918 Kirkwood Avenue, 0 West 14th Street, 3021 Moore, 1604 Cobb Ave, 315 W 21st St, 3010 McKleroy Ave, 1013 W 13th St, 1021 Claxton Street, 1017 Claxton Street, 1013 Claxton Street, 2202 Cobb Avenue, 6215 McClellan Blvd, 2725 McClellan Blvd, 310 W Oak St, 23 So. Christine Ave, 314 W Oak St., 400 W Oak St, 911 West 22nd Street, 914 West 22nd Street, 921 West 22nd Street, 814 Montrose Avenue, 29 West 28th Street, 0 Al Hwy 21, 4016 Cloverdale Rd, 304 E St 143, 1202 White, 1914 Moore Ave 1204 Ferron Ave, 1816 W 16th St, 1820 W 16th ST, 0 W 16th St, 2202 Cobb Ave, 1612 Elizabeth St, 413 E 21st, 903 E 22nd St, 2100 Cobb Ave, 1947 Thomas Ave 
Mayor Smith opened the public hearing to receive public comment on the regarding over-ruling objections to the abatement of public nuisance Group 2025-02 Grass, Debris, Vehicles & Burnt Structure. 
Mark Roberts, 413 E 21st street, addressed the council that his property belonged to his aunt who recently passed and the family was not aware they still owned the property. He asked for an extension to have the vehicles removed.
Marlene Pinkney, 914 West 22nd street, addressed the council that the gentlemen who owns the vehicles stated that he would have them removed. She asked council for a 15-day extension to have the property cleaned and the vehicles removed. 
Melanie Holland, 6215 McClellan Blvd, addressed the council that the property was in a grant to own contract and for 5 years they have tried to get the owner to clean-up and move out, which he finally did. She stated that they have someone on sight now to do the clean-up and she asked for an extension to finish the clean-up.
Curtis Irby, 921 West 22nd Street, addressed the council that the vehicle on 914 West 22nd is his vehicle and he will have the vehicles removed. He requested a little time to have those vehicles removed.
Harold Allen, 917 W 21st Street, addressed the council that he is in the process of getting things cleaned up and he asked for a 15-day extension. 
Tana Bryant, Senior Code Enforcement Officer, addressed the council that there were a few citizens who called to make arrangements with her because they were unable to make it: 903 E 22nd street and 0 West 16th street requested 15 day extensions; and 29 West 28th street will be addressed by September 7, 2025.
Council Member Downing made a motion to approve the consent agenda:
(a) Resolution authorizing a donation to the Anniston High School Football Team (25-R-66)
(b) Resolution over-ruling objections to the abatement of identified nuisances (25-R-67)
(c) Motion to award the bid for residential solid waste collection and disposal to 121 disposal
The motion was seconded by Council Member Harris and on call of the roll the following vote was recorded: ayes: Council Member Downing, Harrington, Harris and Smith; nays: none. The motion carried and the consent agenda was approved.
Mayor Smith introduced an ordinance granting a non-exclusive Franchise to Uniti Fiber GulfCo LLC (“Uniti” or “Grantee”) for the purpose of constructing and maintaining a Fiber-Optic Transmission Line and System within the public rights-of-way and streets of the city of Anniston, Alabama (“City” or “Grantor”) (1st Reading)
Mayor Smith made a motion to read by title only. The motion was seconded by Council Member Harris.
Mayor Smith opened a public hearing to receive public comments on reading the ordinance by title only. No one spoke. Mayor Smith closed the public hearing to receive public comments on reading the ordinance by title only.
And on call of the roll the following vote was recorded: ayes: Council Member Downing, Harrington, Harris and Smith; nays: none. The motion carried and the ordinance will be read by title only. 
Mayor Smith read the ordinance by title only, ordinance granting a non-exclusive Franchise to Uniti Fiber GulfCo LLC (“Uniti” or “Grantee”) for the purpose of constructing and maintaining a Fiber-Optic Transmission Line and System within the public rights-of-way and streets of the city of Anniston, Alabama (“City” or “Grantor”)
Council Member Harris made a motion for unanimous consent for immediate consideration. The motion was seconded by Council Member Harrington and on call of the roll the following vote was recorded: ayes: Council Member Downing, Harrington, Harris and Smith; nays: none. The motion carried.
Council Member Downing made a motion for passage and adoption. The motion was seconded by Council Member Harris and on call of the roll the following vote was recorded: ayes: Council Member Downing, Harrington, Harris and Smith; nays: none. The motion carried and the ordinance was passed and adopted (25-O-6)
Meghan Whiteside addressed the council that by implementing that 1% sales tax this would eliminate residential waste fees. She stated that they would be investing in economic growth, supporting the schools and public safety. She stated that the 1% sales tax increase would barely be felt by individual families. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]La’Sha Robinson addressed the council on the expectations of the councilmembers. She stated that they should be accessible and higher than the status quo. She stated that if they expect change then the status quo is no longer acceptable. She stated that local government is the most immediate impact level of government. 
Council Member Downing stated that is nice to see so many young people in the crowd tonight.
Council Member Harrington thanked those who spoke regarding their properties and acknowledged that there is work to be done in cleaning up the city. He emphasized the importance of maintaining a clean environment if the city hopes to attract visitors. He extended congratulations to Council Member Downing, Mayor Smith, and Council-Elect Julie Moss on their election victories.

Council Member Harris stated that history was made in Anniston last week with the election of Ciara Smith as Mayor. She expressed her belief that Mayor Smith has a bright future and added that she hopes to witness all that the new Mayor will accomplish. Council Member Harris also congratulated Council Member Downing, Council Member Harrington, and Council-Elect Julie Moss, and wished Council Member Roberts the best of luck in the upcoming run-off election. She extended condolences to Council Member Roberts on the recent passing of his mother.
Mayor Smith shared the sentiments expressed by Council Member Harris. She thanked the citizens of Anniston for electing her as Mayor and pledged not to let the city down. She emphasized that success is dependent on the strength of the team and expressed her gratitude for the trust placed in her by the community. Mayor Smith extended congratulations to Council Member Downing, Council Member Harrington, and Julie Moss, stating that they are building a great team. She also offered her condolences to Council Member Roberts.
Mayor Smith made a motion to convene an executive session to discuss the consideration the governmental body is willing to offer or accept when considering the purchase, sale, exchange, lease, or market value of real property. The motion was seconded by Council Member Downing; and on call of the roll, the following vote was recorded: ayes: Council Members Downing, Harrington, Harris and Smith; nays: none. The motion carried and the meeting was adjourned at approximately 6:12 o’clock p.m.


